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Reform of the House of Lords, but will it bring democracy ?

The House of Commons will be debating the Reform of the House of Lords on Tuesday 6 March.  Those of you with long memories will remember that this was an important part of the Labour manifesto in 1997, but all that has happened is that most of the Hereditary Peers have been removed and replaced – not by elected representatives – but by appointees of the Prime Minister (often called “Tony’s Cronies”) and other Party Leaders.  The current composition of the House of Lords is: Archbishops and Bishops 26; Hereditary Peers 92; Law Lords (only12 working) 26; and Life Peers 622 making a massive total of 766 members in all.


We believe that this is much too large for an upper chamber (the USA with 250 million people only has 100 members in the Senate) and not a single member has any democratic accountability whatsoever.  The urgent need for reform is to reduce the number to a manageable size - we suggest not more than 200 - and to ensure genuine democratic accountability they must be elected by the people.  We believe that all members (100%) should be directly elected by the people and by proportional representation, as are the members of the Scottish Parliament, the Welsh Assembly and the Greater London Assembly.  
We see no reason why the Church, or any other body, should have the right to appoint its own representatives, but there is nothing to stop the Church fielding  its own candidates in the various regions, and we strongly suspect that they would receive enough additional member votes to ensure the election of a number of people on their list.  We know of no other European country that has a non-elected Upper Chamber, and it is perceived by many people as disgraceful that this country, which many of us regard as "the mother of democracy", should deny its people their right to elect both chambers.


The Government has not bothered to ask the people what they think, but we believe that the majority would like to see a 100% elected Upper Chamber, as is the case in most other democratic countries.  So have your say and let your MP know your views.  Email your MP tomorrow (lastnameinitial@parliament.uk) or phone 020 7219 3000 and ask to be put through to your MP’s office.  Tell his secretary that you would like him or her to vote for a 100% elected House of Lords, or to write and tell you why not.  If no one answers the phone there should be an answerphone for you to leave a message.  You must do this tomorrow (Monday) otherwise it will be too late !

Have your say and let’s have a democratic House of Lords !
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